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EMPHASIS 


ABSTRACT 


One of the biggest challenge that a pediatric dentist faces is to link anamnesis and pulpal 
status to draw an accurate diagnosis. This editorial focuses on the importance of history 
taking, emphasising on the question words that need to be considered in order to 
determine the pulpal status. 
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Knowledge of the pulp is an important criterion before starting any treatment. We usually 
decide on the treatment based on patients’ radiographic findings. We often forget to 
ask basic questions to the patient. Taking history and coming to a diagnosis is itself an 
art one should master. Simple basic questions about pain; like when, where and how 
you can save from jeopardizing one’s tooth and the clinical frustration of not achieving 
optimal treatment goals. ‘When’ gives you an idea regarding pulp’s activity. ‘Where’ 
gives you an idea to differentiate between pulpal andperiodontal pain. ‘How’ gives you 
an idea about the severity of the pulpal condition. 


Amalgamation of subjective and objective findings help you determine whether pulp will 
be able to heal on its own or would be needing a treatment. But don’t forget to corelate 
that history with that of the radiographic findings which can help you successfully eliminate 
some of the differential diagnosis. The paramount aspect of all successful treatment 
outcomes starts with thehistory and ends with your clinical skills. Always know your 
patients’ pulpal status before commencing digging into it. 
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